On behalf of the Board of Trustees | would
agree with our Library Director: 2008 was a
challenging year!

There were many
encouraging actions
during the year. The
Friends of the Library
sponsored two book E
sales (April and No-
vember) and were
very active in their
support of Library programs. Nine staff mem-
bers attended state and national library con-
ferences, which enriched their knowledge
and ability to serve the general public more
effectively. The reciprocal borrowing agree-
ment between Burlington Public Library and
the Mount Vernon City Library has functioned
very well and we anticipate that the agree-
ment will become a permanent arrangement.

| would make a personal recommendation to

those read this annual report: Check out the
Caldecott Award-winning books in the Youth
section of our library. | have done so and
have found the subjects fascinating and the
books well-written.

In conclusion, | want to focus on an item
from our June Board meeting: “While specifi-
cally referencing a meeting with Theater Arts
Guild members planning a November produc-
tion at Mcintyre Hall of A Christmas Carol,
Mr. Soneda noted that he considered all
meetings ‘Quality of Life’ meetings at which
he or other staff talked about the library and
its role in the community. He stated that he
and his staff are committed to ‘being out
there’ to talk about the value of the library
and how it contributes to a better community.
Trustees unanimously encouraged this phi-
losophy and intention.”

Paul Jensen
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Monday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday: 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.
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The Library is closed on the following holidays:

New Years Day
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Presidents’ Day
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Veterans’ Day
Thanksgiving
Day after Thanksgiving
Christmas Day
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Tel: 360 336-6209
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Online: you may access the
library’s homepage via the
City of Mount Vernon web site at
Www.mountvernonwa.gov



2008 was a challenging year. The li-
brary, like other City departments as well
as organizations,
businesses and of
course the general
public increasingly
felt the effects of
the  struggling
economy as the
year progressed.

Through it all, library staff, with support
from the Library Board, the City, the
Friends of the Mount Vernon Library and
our other loyal advocates, provided great
service to the public.

Following a national trend, library usage
increased significantly in response to the
state of the economy in 2008. As discre-
tionary income evaporated for many, the
library became an even better bargain—
information, recreation, job search re-
sources and more were, as always,
available to all who walked in.

Come in the public did—usage statistics
for 2008 were virtually all up from 2007,
and | have noted in the Highlights sec-
tion of this report the all time annual cir-
culation count achieved in 2008. Thank
you all. It is an honor to serve this com-
munity.

Brian Soneda

In 2008 389,116 items were bor-
rowed from the library, an all time
record and over 29,000 more than
in 2007.

A Reciprocal Borrowing Agreement
pilot project between Burlington and
Mount Vernon proved popular and suc-
cessful, paving the way for an ex-
pected permanent reciprocal borrowing
agreement between the two cities in
2008.

The library had another tremendously
successful Summer Reading Program,
with 1,148 children participating in the
Catch the Reading Bug (Children’s) or
Metamorphosis (Teen) programs.

A vibrant new Teen Writing Group was
established in 2008.

The Library and other libraries in
Skagit County continued to success-
fully partner with regional performing
arts groups in 2008 productions, in-
cluding Alice in Wonderland (with
META Performing Arts) and A Christ-
mas Carol (with Theatre Arts Guild).

The Friends of the Mount Vernon Li-
brary held two successful Book Sales
at Mount Vernon Fire Station #1 and
strongly supported library programs.

Days open

Items circulated

Items used in the library
Items in collection

Withdrawn or missing

Library attendance

Program attendance

Internet terminal customers
Summer Reading participants

2008 Library Budget

Revenue
(beginning fund equity)
(from property taxes)
(from fines and forfeits)
(from charges for services)
(from Skagit County)
(misc)

353
389,116
64,321
87,917
8,508
191,227
11,590
3,425
1,148

1,238,663

$45,743
$1,096,920
$39,500
$30,500
$18,000
$8,000

The teen summer reading program rocked!
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Misc

Skagit
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Balance
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